State of the Art Statement
Question:
What do we know from qualitative research about people’s care-seeking about oral
                             health?

Answer:
The critical appraisal of the evidence identified only five relevant studies using open questions that provided an insight into patients’ care-seeking about oral health. 


Reported care-seeking behaviour   was influenced by the settings for data collection.   These included emergency dental care hospital, cancer care centre and people’s homes.  Reasons for care-seeking were also diverse, ranging from dental emergencies to protection of oral health. Nevertheless, common barriers and triggers to care-seeking could be identified.  

In conclusion, there is limited qualitative research available regarding people’s care-seeking about oral health.   Further research to address this question, would benefit both practitioners and policymakers in understanding patient needs. 

Further info: 
You can access the full evidence summary relating to this question via our website www.dentistryresearch.org
